
 

Modernising the Mental Health Act – 
final report from the independent 
review (06/12/18) 
The Independent Review of the Mental 
Health Act 1983 sets out 
recommendations covering 4 principles 
that the review believes should underpin 
the reformed Act: 
choice and autonomy – ensuring service 

users’ views and choices are respected 
 least restriction – ensuring the Act’s 

powers are used in the least restrictive 
way 
 therapeutic benefit – ensuring patients 

are supported to get better, so they can 
be discharged from the Act 
people as individuals – ensuring patients 

are viewed and treated as rounded 
individuals 

 
The review looked at: 
 rising rates of detention under the Act 
 the disproportionate number of people 

from black and minority ethnic groups 
detained under the Act 
processes that are out of step with a 

modern mental health care system 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati
ons/modernising-the-mental-health-act-
final-report-from-the-independent-review 
 
Government review to improve the 
lives of autistic children (05/12/18) 
The government will collect evidence 
from autistic children, their families and 
their carers on how to improve the 
support they get. 
 

The government’s review of services and 
support for autistic people is covering 
autistic children as well as adults for the 
first time. 
 
The review will inform the new joint 
adults and children autism strategy to be 
published in autumn 2019. 
 
The review looks at: 
 joining up health, care and education 

services to address autistic children’s 
needs holistically 
developing diagnostic services to 

diagnose autism earlier, in line with 
clinical guidance 
 improving the transition between 

children and adult services so that no 
young people miss out, and ending 
inappropriate reliance on inpatient 
hospital care 
 improving understanding of autism and 

all its profiles, including recently 
identified forms such as pathological 
demand avoidance 

 
As part of this review, the government 
will collect evidence from autistic 
children and adults, families, carers and 
professionals on how to improve services 
and support. 
 
Supporting people on the autism spectrum 
or with learning disabilities is one of the 4 
clinical priority areas in the NHS long-
term plan. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/go
vernment-review-to-improve-the-lives-of-
autistic-children 
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Education Secretary vows to boost 
vulnerable children's outcomes 
(10/12/18) 
Help for teachers and social workers to 
help tackle poorer outcomes of children in 
need of help and protection from social 
care 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/edu
cation-secretary-vows-to-boost-
vulnerable-childrens-outcomes 
 
Closed consultation - Children in need 
of help and protection: call for evidence 
(10/12/18) 
Analysis of the responses received to the 
call for evidence, along with key findings. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultati
ons/children-in-need-of-help-and-
protection-call-for-
evidence?utm_source=9f343e87-fd29-
4532-a22a-
b19a12952939&utm_medium=email&utm
_campaign=govuk-
notifications&utm_content=daily 
 
Improving outcomes of children in 
need: literature review (10/12/18) 
A summary of evidence from literature 
reviews on effective interventions to 
improve the educational outcomes of 
children in need. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati
ons/improving-outcomes-of-children-in-
need-literature-review 
 
Review of children in need (10/12/18) 
How the government is reviewing support 
for children in need in order to support 
them and improve their outcomes. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati
ons/review-of-children-in-need 
 

Children in need: preliminary 
longitudinal analysis (10/12/18) 
Social care journeys and educational 
outcomes of children in need between 
2014 to 2015 and 2016 to 2017. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati
ons/children-in-need-preliminary-
longitudinal-analysis 
 
Characteristics of children in need: 
2017 to 2018 (07/12/18) 
Children referred to and assessed by 
children's social services for the year 
ending 31 March 2018. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics
/characteristics-of-children-in-need-2017-
to-2018 
 
Children in need census 2018 to 2019: 
specification (06/12/18) 
Specification and validation rules for 
local authorities and software suppliers 
preparing for the 2018 to 2019 children in 
need census. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati
ons/children-in-need-census-2018-to-
2019-specification 
 
Work experience for young people on 
SEN support (06/12/18) 
This rapid evidence assessment presents 
the available evidence on work 
experience and work experience-related 
support for young people aged 16 to 19: 
with less complex special educational 

needs and disabilities  
who are studying vocational or technical 

study programmes in the further 
education or training sectors 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati
ons/work-experience-for-young-people-
on-sen-support 
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Mentoring schemes and top 
scholarships for children in care 
(04/12/18) 
Children in care could receive mentoring 
or scholarships from some of the country’s 
top independent schools as part of a wider 
drive to raise outcomes and ambitions for 
these vulnerable young people. 
 
Children and Families Minister Nadhim 
Zahawi will launch a national scheme 
between independent schools and councils 
today (Tuesday 4 December) to improve 
the offer they make to young people 
growing up in care, who too often struggle 
to get ahead in mainstream education as a 
result of their challenging upbringing. 
 
He will set out his vision for looked-after 
children, including those who display 
particular gifts in subjects from sports to 
science, by helping them access specialist 
schools or facilities, and will announce a 
network of regional hubs in 2019 to focus 
on improving these young people’s 
academic outcomes. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/me
ntoring-schemes-and-top-scholarships-for-
children-in-care 
 
New guidance to help parents avoid 
unsafe out-of-school settings (03/12/18) 
Consultation on guidance to help parents 
choose the right out-of-school setting, and 
on voluntary code of practice to help 
providers meet the expected standards 
 
New guidance to help parents choose safe, 
high quality out-of-school settings - such 
as clubs and tuition centres - for their 
children has been published today. 
 

The document, now open for consultation 
to ensure it meets parents’ needs, sets out 
ten key questions parents may want to ask 
providers – as well as the answers they 
should expect – to help them assure 
themselves that their children are playing 
and learning in a safe environment. 
 
Questions include checking whether staff 
and volunteers have had appropriate 
training (such as health, safety and child 
protection), and clarifying whether adults 
who are not staff or teachers will be 
present. 
 
It also sets out a number of red flags 
parents should look out for, like providers 
not being aware of how to spot or report 
concerns of harm, or whether the building 
looks unsafe or poorly maintained with 
loose wires and damp present. 
 
The guidance was developed as part of 
the Integrated Communities Strategy 
published earlier this year. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ne
w-guidance-to-help-parents-avoid-unsafe-
out-of-school-settings 
 
School inspections: Nick Gibb letter to 
Ofsted (03/12/18) 
School Standards Minister Nick Gibb 
writes to Amanda Spielman Ofsted Chief 
Inspector about exempting 'outstanding' 
schools and colleges from routine 
inspection. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati
ons/school-inspections-nick-gibb-letter-
to-ofsted 
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Approaches to supporting 
disadvantaged pupils (29/11/18) 
Research into how secondary schools 
across England have supported the most 
academically able disadvantaged pupils. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati
ons/approaches-to-supporting-
disadvantaged-pupils 
 
Deals for schools (29/11/18) 
Information on the national deals available 
to schools to help them save money on 
some of the things they buy regularly. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati
ons/deals-for-schools 
 
Controlling access to school premises 
(27/11/18) 
Guidance to help schools understand what 
they should do to remove someone who is 
on the premises without permission. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati
ons/controlling-access-to-school-premises 
 
National protocol on reducing 
criminalisation of looked-after children 
(27/11/18) 
A framework to help social care and 
criminal justice agencies keep looked-after 
children out of the criminal justice system. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati
ons/national-protocol-on-reducing-
criminalisation-of-looked-after-children 
 
School exclusion reviews data collection 
2019: guide for LAs (26/11/18) 
Guide for all local authorities to help them 
complete and return the school exclusion 
reviews data collection 2019. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati
ons/school-exclusion-reviews-data-
collection-2019-guide-for-las 
 
 

Health and safety: schools (26/11/18) 
Guidance to help schools understand their 
health and safety obligations. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati
ons/health-and-safety-advice-for-schools 
 
H&S on educational visits (26/11/18) 
Guidance to help schools understand their 
obligations when undertaking educational 
visits and other out of school activities. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati
ons/health-and-safety-on-educational-
visits 
 
Pioneering new approach to assessing 
pupils with complex disabilities to be 
introduced in schools (22/11/18) 
A new approach that will enable primary 
schools to better assess pupils with the 
most complex needs will be rolled out 
across the country from 2020. 
 
The statutory assessment will replace P 
scales 1 to 4 and will be based on the ‘7 
aspects of engagement’, an assessment 
approach that focuses on the abilities of 
pupils in specific areas like awareness, 
curiosity and anticipation. 
 
This will enable every kind of progress 
made by these pupils to be identified. 
This addresses a key issue with P scales, 
which focused on linear progress, which 
is not always how children with the most 
complex needs progress. This will help 
teachers tailor their teaching and 
provision to meet the pupils’ specific 
needs and to allow them to achieve the 
best possible outcomes. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pio
neering-new-approach-to-assessing-
pupils-with-complex-disabilities-to-be-
introduced-in-schools 
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Children looked after in England 
including adoption: 2017 to 2018 
(21/11/18) 
Information on looked-after children at 
both national and local authority levels for 
the financial year 2017 to 2018. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/
children-looked-after-in-england-
including-adoption-2017-to-2018 
 
Children and Families Minister 
addresses NCAS conference (16/11/18) 
Minister Nadhim Zahawi spoke to 
children's services leaders about best 
practice and innovation at the National 
Children and Adult Services Conference. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/
children-and-families-minister-addresses-
ncas-conference 
 
Looked-after children statistics in 
England: guide (15/11/18) 
How we produce statistics on looked-after 
children. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati
ons/looked-after-children-statistics-in-
england-guide 
 
Multi-million investment to support 
children's early communication skills 
(14/11/18) 
Disadvantaged families will benefit from 
extra support to nurture their child’s early 
development at home, thanks to projects 
launched by the Education Secretary 
Damian Hinds. 
 
The projects, backed by nearly £18m, will 
include funding for additional training for 
health visitors who work with families of 
young children to identify speech, 
language and communication needs early  

on, helping to address and support 
concerns when they can have the most 
impact. It will also fund educational 
games, apps and text message ‘tips’ for 
parents and carers from disadvantaged 
backgrounds, helping them to interact 
with their children when at home or out 
and about, making everyday activities an 
opportunity for learning. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/mu
lti-million-investment-to-support-
childrens-early-communication-skills 
 
Home Secretary opens bidding process 
for Youth Endowment Fund (10/12/18) 
Sajid Javid has launched the bidding 
process to choose an organisation or 
consortium that will run the £200m youth 
endowment fund. 
 
Announced in October as part of the 
government’s long-term plan to tackle 
serious violence, the fund will provide a 
10-year investment to support 
interventions steering young people away 
from becoming involved in violent crime 
or reoffending. 
 
It will also build the evidence base for the 
most effective interventions for tackling 
serious violence. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ho
me-secretary-opens-bidding-process-for-
youth-endowment-fund 
See consultations 
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Guidance - Indecent images of 
children campaign: supporter pack 
(06/12/18) 
How you can support the Home Office's 
campaign to educate young men on the 
law relating to indecent images of 
children online. 
 
To better protect potential victims and 
reduce demand on the criminal justice 
system, the campaign aims to: 
prevent offending before it occurs 
disrupt the escalation of harmful 

offending behaviour 
 
The supporter pack includes more 
information about the campaign and 
materials you can use such as videos, 
posters, infographics and social media 
messages. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publica
tions/indecent-images-of-children-
campaign-supporter-pack 
 
HO funding to combat substance 
misuse by young people (04/12/18) 
A scheme to help young people make 
healthy choices has been awarded over 
£90,000. 
 
More than 140 young people in the 
Blackpool area will be helped to build 
the skills and resilience they need to 
make healthy choices and avoid falling 
into drug and alcohol misuse and related 
crime. 
 
The Real-Life Skills project, developed 
by the charity Mentor UK, is being 
backed by more than £90,000 of 
funding from the Home Office as part 
of the Serious Violence Strategy. 
 

The training will be delivered in two 
schools and two education facilities for 
those outside of mainstream education. 
It will be led by project officers, youth 
workers and trained peer-group 
facilitators aged 14 to 15. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/h
ome-office-funding-to-combat-
substance-misuse-by-young-people 
 
Vital action taken in fight against 
modern slavery (21/11/18) 
The UK and Vietnam have announced a 
new partnership to tackle modern 
slavery. 
 
The 2 countries today signed a 
memorandum of understanding on 
human trafficking that will allow for 
greater collaboration around intelligence 
sharing, supporting victims and 
prevention work. 
 
Many victims of modern slavery in the 
UK originally come from Vietnam. 
 
In 2017 alone, UK authorities identified 
738 potential slavery victims from the 
South East Asian country. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/v
ital-action-taken-in-fight-against-
modern-slavery 
 
Forced marriage - You have the right 
to choose: posters 
Posters, available in English, Arabic, 
Somali, Urdu and Welsh, to support the 
government’s work to deal with forced 
marriages.https://www.gov.uk/governm
ent/publications/forced-marriage-you-
have-the-right-to-choose-posters 
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Conference to tackle FGM and forced 
marriage (15/11/18) 
Hundreds of activists have convened at 
the International Conference on Ending 
FGM and Forced Marriage for a 2-day 
gathering, organised by the Home 
Office, aimed to strengthen the response 
to these barbaric crimes. 
 
The Home Secretary opened the 
conference and launched a public 
consultation into whether there should be 
a mandatory reporting duty for forced 
marriage and updating the existing 
statutory guidance on forced marriage. 
 
He also unveiled posters and a video that 
will be used in an upcoming forced 
marriage awareness campaign. The 
materials highlight that forced marriage 
is a crime and direct victims and 
concerned parties to contact the Forced 
Marriage Helpline for help and support. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/h
ome-secretary-opens-conference-to-
tackle-fgm-and-forced-marriage 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeche
s/policy-for-progress-ending-fgm-and-
forced-marriage 
 
FGM campaign materials 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publicat
ions/fgm-campaign-materials 
 
New tool developed to tackle online 
child grooming (13/11/18) 
Home Secretary Sajid Javid has hailed a 
new anti-grooming tool as an important 
weapon in the fight against online CSE. 
 
Engineers from some of the world’s  

biggest tech firms, including Microsoft, 
Facebook, Google, Snap and Twitter, 
worked for 2 days at a hackathon in the 
US co-hosted by the Home Secretary 
and Microsoft, which tasked industry 
experts to come up with tools to 
identify online child grooming. 
 
A prototype tool has been developed 
that can be used to automatically flag 
potential conversations taking place 
between child groomers and children. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/n
ew-tool-developed-to-tackle-online-
child-grooming 
 
Young people profiles: 2018 update 
(04/12/18) 
Data update on health of young people. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statisti
cs/young-people-profiles-2018-update 
 
School-age children profiles: 2018 
update (04/12/18) 
Data update on the health of children of 
school-age. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statisti
cs/school-age-children-profiles-2018-
update 
 
Suicide prevention profile: December 
2018 update (04/12/18) 
Data on suicide, associated prevalence, 
risk factors, and service contact among 
groups at increased risk. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statisti
cs/suicide-prevention-profile-december-
2018-update 
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Safeguarding children affected by 
parental alcohol and drug use 
(04/12/18) 
A guide for LAs and substance misuse 
services to help them work together to 
safeguard children. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publica
tions/safeguarding-children-affected-by-
parental-alcohol-and-drug-use 
 
Supporting public health: children, 
young people and families (12/11/18) 
Documents to support LAs and 
providers in commissioning and 
delivering children's public health 
services aged 0 to 19 years. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publica
tions/commissioning-of-public-health-
services-for-children 
 
Private Law statistics (October 2018) 
Cafcass received 4,080 new private law 
cases, 6.7% higher than October 2017. 
https://www.cafcass.gov.uk/about-
cafcass/research-and-data/private-law-
data/ 
 
Public Law statistics (October 2018) 
Cafcass received 1,246 new care 
applications, up 3.8% on October 2017.  
https://www.cafcass.gov.uk/about-
cafcass/research-and-data/public-law-
data/ 
 
DBS basic checks (03/12/18) 
Guidance and policy documents for 
Responsible Organisations. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publica
tions/basic-check-guidance-and-policies 
 

DBS ID checking guidelines (03/12/18) 
Guidance to help validate identities. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publica
tions/dbs-identity-checking-guidelines 
 
Updating personal details (26/11/18) 
Revised procedures where applications 
are in progress. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/u
pdating-personal-details-whilst-an-
application-is-in-progress 
 
DBS basic checks (21/11/18) 
Guidance including how to apply and 
the information disclosed. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publica
tions/basic-checks 
 
DBS guidance leaflets (21/11/18) 
These relate to eligibility and other DBS 
services and products. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publica
tions/dbs-guidance-leaflets 
 
DBS barring (20/11/18) 
Booklet explains how to make a referral. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publica
tions/dbs-barring-making-a-referral-
booklet 
 
Offences that will never be filtered 
from a DBS certificate (16/11/18) 
List of offences that will never be 
filtered from a DBS check/certificate.  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publica
tions/dbs-list-of-offences-that-will-
never-be-filtered-from-a-criminal-
record-check 
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IICSA publishes literature review on 
residential schools (22/11/18) 
The IICSA has published a literature 
review of published research on child 
sexual abuse in residential and non-
residential schools. 
 
The review covers five key areas: 
 Pupils attending residential schools. 
 Standards for keeping children safe 

from sexual abuse in schools in 
England and Wales. 
 The scale and nature of CSA in 

schools, including a specific focus on 
peer on peer abuse within schools, the 
perpetrators and the victims of abuse. 
 Factors that influence the incidence of, 

and responses to, CSA in schools. 
 Examples of, and research evidence in 

relation to, unsuccessful safeguarding 
measures and positive approaches 
adopted by schools. 

 
This review will provide context for 
research commissioned by the Inquiry. 
It will explore the role of residential 
schools in England and Wales in 
safeguarding children from CSA.   
https://www.iicsa.org.uk/news/inquiry-
publishes-literature-review-residential-
schools 
 
Inquiry offers Truth Project sessions 
to students (15/11/18) 
The IICSA is inviting students to come 
forward to its Truth Project at seven 
universities. 
 
The Truth Project enables victims and 
survivors of CSA to share their 
experiences in a confidential setting; 

participants are also invited to make 
recommendations to better protect 
children in future. 
 
The Inquiry wants to encourage young 
people to come forward because they 
can offer insights about the nature of 
new threats like online grooming and 
share their experiences of current 
support services available to children. 
 
New research found that only 19% of 
young people are comfortable taking 
part in a conversation about child sexual 
abuse with adults they know and trust. 
In contrast, the Populus poll found 45% 
of 65s were comfortable discussing the 
topic. 
 
The research also revealed: 
Young people 18 - 24 believe that 

CSA is most likely to occur online. 
Over 65s were less likely to consider 
CSA as most likely to occur online. 
Young people thought the family 

home was the next most likely location 
of child CSA. 
Only a quarter of young people 

thought abuse was most likely to take 
place in a religious or welfare 
institution and just over 10% of young 
people thought abuse was most likely 
to take place in a sports club. 

 
Over 8,000 people have now come 
forward to the Truth Project and almost 
2,000 people have shared their 
experiences. The youngest person to do 
so was 18. 
https://www.iicsa.org.uk/news/inquiry-
offers-truth-project-sessions-students 
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New guidance to support Wales’ 
childcare settings provide healthy 
food and drink to children (29/11/18) 
Childcare settings across Wales are 
being supported to ensure young 
children have a healthy start in life by 
providing them with healthy food and 
drink, as part of wider efforts to ensure 
they start school at a healthy weight. 
https://gov.wales/newsroom/health-and-
social-services/2018/childcare/?lang=en 
 
Ministers accept Children’s 
Commissioner annual report 
recommendations (30/11/18) 
The 2017-18 Annual Report from the 
CC for Wales sets out the work 
undertaken from 01/04/17 – 31/03/18.  
 
In her report, the CC highlighted some 
areas where the Welsh Government has 
made significant progress. This includes 
improving independent advocacy for 
children and young people and taking 
forward proposals to remove the 
defence of reasonable punishment. 
 
The Commissioner’s Annual Report 
includes 15 recommendations for the 
Welsh Government and cover a wide 
range of areas, including health, 
education, children’s services and 
transport. 
 
Ministers have accepted or accepted in 
principle all the recommendations.   
https://gov.wales/newsroom/people-
and-communities/2018/181130-
childrens-commissioner-annual-
report/?lang=en 
 
 

Updated anti-bullying guidance 
(16/11/18) 
The Cabinet Secretary for Education 
has called for young people, parents, 
teachers and others to help shape new 
guidance to tackle bullying in schools. 
https://gov.wales/newsroom/educationa
ndskills/2018/young-people-urged-to-
have-their-say-on-updated-anti-
bullying-guidance/?lang=en 
 
£15m to expand services to support 
families and help reduce the need for 
children to enter care (13/11/18) 
The Welsh Government will invest 
£15m next year to help safely reduce 
the need for children to enter care and 
support children in care, Huw Irranca-
Davies has announced. 
https://gov.wales/newsroom/health-and-
social-services/2018/support-
families/?lang=en 
 
Safeguarding week: We need to act 
NOW to protect children and adults 
at risk from abuse (12/11/18) 
People are being urged by the Welsh 
Government to do more to ensure 
children and adults are not put at risk of 
abuse, neglect and exploitation. 
Statistics show: 
Nearly 3,000 children in Wales are on 

the CP register for neglect, 
psychological, sexual or other abuse. 
Over 19,000 adults were reported to 

LAs as being at risk of abuse. 
https://gov.wales/newsroom/health-and-
social-services/2018/safeguarding-
week/?lang=en 
https://dysgu.hwb.gov.wales/playlists/vi
ew/d3d72dc0-2874-4007-bb26-
8dc5b5c3fc25/en#page1 
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Amanda Spielman letter to the Public 
Accounts Committee: short 
inspection model review (10/12/18) 
The Chief Inspector wrote to the PAC 
about short inspection model and plans 
to collect more evidence from parents 
about schools. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publica
tions/amanda-spielman-letter-to-the-
public-accounts-committee-short-
inspection-model-review 
 
FE and skills inspections and 
outcomes: 09/18 to 08/19 (10/12/18) 
Management information showing in-
year and most recent inspection 
outcomes. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statisti
cal-data-sets/further-education-and-
skills-inspections-and-outcomes-
management-information-from-
september-2018-to-august-2019 
 
Local area SEND inspection outcome 
letters (07/12/18) 
Outcome letters from inspections of 
local area services for children and 
young people with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publica
tions/local-area-send-inspection-
outcome-letters 
 
Childcare providers and inspections 
as at 31 August 2018 (05/12/18) 
This release includes registered 
childcare providers and places, 
inspection outcomes, and joiners and 
leavers as at 31 August 2018. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statisti
cs/childcare-providers-and-inspections-
as-at-31-august-2018 

Consented addresses for 
childminders and domestic childcare 
as at 31 October 2018 (05/12/18) 
This report details the names and 
addresses for childminders and 
childcare on domestic premises, where 
the provider has consented for their 
name and address to be published on 
the Ofsted inspection report website. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/public
ations/consented-addresses-for-
childminders-and-domestic-childcare-
as-at-31-october-2018 
 
Local area SEND inspections: 
information for families (04/12/18) 
Information for families about 
inspections of local area services for 
children and young people with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND). 
https://www.gov.uk/government/public
ations/local-area-send-inspections-
information-for-families 
 
Ofsted Chief Inspector launches her 
second Annual Report on state of 
education and children’s care in 
England (04/12/18) 
This year's annual report finds the 
overall quality of education and care in 
England is improving, but more action 
is needed to support the children being 
left behind. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/
ofsted-chief-inspector-launches-her-
second-annual-report-on-state-of-
education-and-childrens-care-in-
england 
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Speech - Amanda Spielman launches 
Ofsted's Annual Report 2017/18 
(04/12/18) 
Ofsted's Chief Inspector Amanda 
Spielman discusses the quality of 
education, training and care services in 
England at the launch of Ofsted's 
Annual Report today. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speec
hes/amanda-spielman-launches-
ofsteds-annual-report-201718 
 
Unregistered schools management 
information (30/11/18) 
Management information on 
unregistered schools in England, from 
1 January 2016 onwards. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statist
ical-data-sets/unregistered-schools-
management-information 
 
State-funded schools - inspections 
and outcomes as at 31/08/18 
(29/11/18) 
Provisional data for the period April to 
August 2018 and revised data for the 
period September 2017 to March 2018. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statist
ics/state-funded-schools-inspections-
and-outcomes-as-at-31-august-2018 
 
Inspecting local authority children's 
services from 2018 (28/11/18) 
Ofsted's framework and guidance for 
inspecting local authority services for 
children in need of help and protection, 
children in care and care leavers. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/public
ations/inspecting-local-authority-
childrens-services-from-2018 
 

Further education and skills 
inspection handbook (26/11/18) 
Guidance on how further education and 
skills providers are inspected under the 
common inspection framework. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/public
ations/further-education-and-skills-
inspection-handbook 
 
Become a childminder: pre-
registration briefing (23/11/18) 
This is a presentation of the pre-
registration briefing for childminders. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/public
ations/pre-registration-briefing-for-
those-wishing-to-become-childminders 
 
Joint inspections of the response to 
child sexual abuse in the family 
environment (23/11/18) 
Joint targeted area inspection guidance 
on the multi-agency response to child 
sexual abuse in the family environment. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/public
ations/joint-inspections-of-the-
response-to-child-sexual-abuse-in-the-
family-environment 
 
Further education and skills 
inspections and outcomes as at 31 
August 2018 (23/11/18) 
Data for inspections and outcomes as at 
31 August 2018 including data for 
inspections conducted between 1 
September 2017 and 31 August 2018. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statisti
cs/further-education-and-skills-
inspections-and-outcomes-as-at-31-
august-2018 
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School inspections and outcomes: 
management information (22/11/18) 
Management information and a one-off 
publication of inspections and outcomes 
from 05 to 2015. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statisti
cal-data-sets/monthly-management-
information-ofsteds-school-inspections-
outcomes 
 
Non-association independent schools 
inspections and outcomes in England: 
August 2018 (20/11/18) 
Provisional data for the period 
September 2017 to August 2018 and 
revised data for the period September 
2016 to August 2017. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statisti
cs/non-association-independent-
schools-inspections-and-outcomes-in-
england-august-2018 
 
Joint inspections of CSE and missing 
children (14/11/18) 
Guidance for inspectors on carrying out 
joint targeted area inspections (JTAIs) 
of local area services and links to the 
inspection reports. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publica
tions/joint-inspections-of-child-sexual-
exploitation-and-missing-children 
 
Criminal exploitation and ‘county 
lines’: learn from past mistakes, 
report finds (14/1/18) 
Local agencies must learn lessons from 
past sexual exploitation cases if they are 
to effectively respond to ‘county lines’ 
drug running and other forms of child 
criminal exploitation, a new report 
finds. 
 

The thematic report, from inspectorates 
also calls on agencies not to 
underestimate the risk of child criminal 
exploitation in their areas. 
 
 Lessons must be learned from past 

sexual exploitation cases; 
All children are at risk; 
Agencies should not underestimate the 

risk in their areas; 
 Children should be seen as victims, not 

perpetrators; 
Awareness-raising is crucial in 

preventing criminal exploitation; 
 
The report illustrates the scale of 
criminal exploitation, with all areas 
affected. Child victims come from a 
wide range of backgrounds. 
 
Much has been done by many local 
partnerships to deal with CS, the report 
recognises. But this success must be 
built upon and shared so that other forms 
of exploitation, like county lines drug 
running, can be dealt with effectively. 
 
Inspectors found that some partners do 
not have a grip on the scale of criminal 
exploitation in their area. The report 
calls on all agencies to get the basics 
right. Making sure that there are clear 
systems in place at the ‘front door’ of 
services that first come into contact with 
children is essential, so that children at 
risk are identified and receive a prompt 
and appropriate response. 
https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/
hmicfrs/news/news-feed/criminal-
exploitation-and-county-lines-learn-
from-past-mistakes-report-finds/ 
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Open consultation - Independent 
schools: Ofsted inspection fees 
(22/11/18) 
We are seeking views on proposals for 
revised fees payable by independent 
schools from 2019 for Ofsted inspections. 
 
This consultation concerns the proposed 
replacement of 2018 regulations 
governing the fees charged to independent 
schools by Ofsted for inspections, by a 
new set of regulations which would set 
out revised fee levels payable from 2019. 
The regulations would not introduce any 
changes to the fees structure or method of 
calculation. 
 
Closing date: 16th January 2018 
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-
frameworks/independent-schools-ofsted-
inspection-fees/ 
 
School Security guidance (26/11/18) 
We are seeking views on proposals for 
School Security guidance. 
 
Whilst schools continue to be amongst the 
safest places to be, no school can afford to 
ignore the risk and impact of having to 
deal with a range of security related 
incidents.  The department is therefore 
proposing to publish new school security 
guidance that will provide schools with 
access to a range of information sources 
and tools that will help them to develop 
sensible and proportionate policies and 
plans to meet their security needs. 
 

Closing Date: 18th February 2019 
https://consult.education.gov.uk/teacher-
regulation-safer-recruitment/non-
statutory-school-security-guidance/ 
 
Open consultation - Preventing and 
tackling forced marriage (15/11/18) 
We are seeking views on a possible 
mandatory reporting duty, requiring 
certain professionals to report cases of 
forced marriage, and on how government 
guidance should be updated. 
 
This consultation seeks views about 
whether it is necessary to introduce a new 
legal mandatory reporting duty relating to 
cases of forced marriage and, if it is, what 
such a reporting requirement would look 
like. It also seeks views on how the 
current guidance on forced marriage 
could be improved and strengthened. 
 
The consultation is open to everyone. We 
are particularly interested in hearing from 
victims and survivors of forced marriage, 
those with expertise in the area of forced 
marriage, and relevant professionals, 
including those working in social care, 
education, the police and healthcare. 
 
Closing date: 23rd January 2019 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultat
ions/preventing-and-tackling-forced-
marriage 
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Youth Endowment Fund: call for 
proposals (10/12/18) 
The £200m Fund will provide a 10 year 
investment to support interventions 
steering young people away from 
becoming serious offenders. It will also 
continue to build upon evidence to ensure 
that the most effective interventions for 
tackling serious violence are supported. 
 
The deadline to submit proposals to run 
the Fund is 23 January 2019. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati
ons/youth-endowment-fund-call-for-
proposals 
 
Mental health of men and boys: 
inquiry launched (16/11/18) 
The Women and Equalities Committee 
launches a new inquiry into the mental 
health of men and boys. 
 
Awareness of the mental health problems 
affecting men and boys has increased in 
recent years, and it is recognised as a 
serious issue: 
According to the ONS, 3 out of 4 

people who take their own lives are 
men; this is the biggest cause of death 
for men under 50 in England and Wales 
 12.5% of men in England are suffering 

from one of the common mental health 
disorders (NHS Digital) 
Men are 3 times more likely than 

women to become alcohol dependent 
(Health and Social Care Information 
Centre) 

 

 In a survey conducted for the Men’s 
Health Forum, 12% of men said that 
the last time they took time off work 
to see a GP was because they were 
“constantly feeling stressed or under 
pressure” and 11% because of 
“prolonged feelings of sadness.” 

 
Maria Miller MP, Chair of the Women 
and Equalities Committee, said: 
 
“While there are plenty of statistics out 
there which vividly show how serious 
this problem is, still too little is known 
about what affects mental health for 
men and boys, the social and economic 
costs, the groups of men and boys that 
are most at risk and, most importantly, 
the action needed to tackle it. 
 
At a time when the Government has 
committed unprecedented funding for 
mental health, we will be looking at 
Government plans and what more can 
be done to tackle this vast – but all too 
often invisible – problem.” 
 
The Committee is inviting written 
submissions to the inquiry by Monday 
18 February 2019. 
https://www.parliament.uk/business/co
mmittees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/women-and-equalities-
committee/news-parliament-
2017/mental-health-men-boys-launch-
17-19/ 
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Out-of-school settings voluntary 
safeguarding code of practice 
(02/12/18) 
We are seeking views on a draft 
voluntary safeguarding code of practice 
for out-of-school settings providers and 
associated parental guidance. 
 
The DfE is consulting to inform the 
development and dissemination of a draft 
voluntary safeguarding code of practice 
for out-of-school settings; and 
accompanying guidance for parents 
setting out the key questions they may 
wish to consider when choosing an out-
of-school setting for their child. 
 
When referring to OOSS, we mean any 
institution which provides tuition, 
training, instruction, or activities to 
children in England without their parents’ 
or carers’ supervision, that is not a: 
School; 
College; 
16-19 academy; 
Provider caring for children under 8 

years old which is registered with 
Ofsted or a childminder agency. 

 
Closing Date: 24th February 2019 
https://consult.education.gov.uk/regulator
y-framework-unit/out-of-school-settings-
voluntary-safeguarding-code/ 
 

Open Consultation - Draft guidance 
to challenge bullying in schools 
(14/11/18) 
We are consulting on the draft anti-
bullying guidance and toolkit, which 
has been developed to prevent and 
challenge bullying in schools. 
 
This consultation seeks views on: 
 the draft guidance documents 
 the draft resources developed for Hwb 

to support operational implementation 
of the draft guidance 

 
Closing date: 15th February 2018 
https://beta.gov.wales/draft-guidance-
challenge-bullying-schools 
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Child Protection Update 2019 
29th January 2019 London 
£200 - £230 + VAT 
Child Protection Update is a workshop 
aimed at level 3 of Safeguarding children 
and young people: roles and competences 
for health care staff. 
 
Topics Covered 
Neglect 
Non- Accidental injury 
 Female Genital Mutilation 
Outcomes for Child Protection 
 
 Child Protection and the courts 
 Child Sexual Abuse - physical signs and 

common presentations 
 Common presentation of Child Abuse 
 Imaging in suspected inflicted injury. 
Adverse Childhood Experiences 
 
This conference is for all health 
professionals who work with children 
and their carers. It will be of particular 
interest to paediatricians, child 
psychologists, child psychiatrists, 
children’s nurses, health visitors, school 
nurses, allied health professionals, sexual 
health staff, GPs and midwives 
https://www.healthsafeguarding.com/con
ference.php?name=child_protection_upd
ate_2019 
https://www.baspcan.org.uk/event/child-
protection-update-2019/ 
 

Safeguarding Children and Young 
People Conference 
27th March 2019 London 
£299.99 + VAT 
 
The safeguarding of children and young 
people is one of the most important 
concerns for any school. With recent 
and upcoming changes to guidance 
documents and a growing number of 
issues to consider, this conference will 
provide your school with the 
information and support it needs to 
deliver outstanding safeguarding. 
 
Learning Objectives 
 Stay up-to-date with the latest 

safeguarding legislation and guidance 
for 2019 
 Prepare for Ofsted’s new inspection 

framework (Sept 2019) 
 Support your student’s mental health 

and tackle those difficult issues 
 Protect students from online risks – 

inside and outside the classroom 
 Learn how to effectively deal with 

agencies and build efficient processes 
https://www.forumbusinesstraining.co.
uk/product/education/safeguarding-
children-and-young-people-conference-
london-2019/ 
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Safeguarding Association Conference 
2019 
9th October 2019  Hull £104.34 
 
This Annual conference brings together 
senior child protection professionals from 
across the sectors for a day of in-depth 
learning and knowledge sharing. 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/annual-
safeguarding-association-conference-
2019-tickets-51263861590 
 
Mental Health in Schools Conference 
2019 
27th February 2019 Manchester 
28th February 2019 London 
£299.99 + VAT 
 
In October 2018 the PM announced new 
mental health initiatives: 
 routine mental health checks for pupils 
 teachers trained to carry out ‘wellbeing’ 

assessments at primary and secondary 
schools, to spot potential issues among 
children as young as four. These 
assessments are a new element of the 
£1.9b plan to transform mental health in 
schools outlined in a green paper. 

 
Learning Objectives 
Leading the way for Mental Health – 

covering the new wellbeing assessments 
for pupils, introducing mental health to 

the curriculum, staff training and 
communicating with external agencies 
 Parents and Mental Health Issues – 

learn how to work with parents to 
support their children’s mental health 
issues as well as recognising poor 
mental health in parents themselves 
 Self-harm and Eating Disorders – how 

to identify and spot signs earlier, 
provide effective coping strategies and 
develop your listening and 
communication skills to support 
vulnerable pupils 
 Exam Stress and Anxiety – 

understanding why the issue is on the 
rise, what school factors may be 
contributing to it and improving 
mindsets around examinations 
Gender Identity and Dysphoria – learn 

more about the Gender Dysphoria and 
the Equality Act, what avenues of 
support are available plus recognising 
depression and anxiety in gender 
dysphoric students 
 The Impact of Bullying on Mental 

Health – looking at how to tackle social 
media and cyberbullying and keep up to 
to date with current and forthcoming 
trends 

https://www.forumbusinesstraining.co.uk
/product/education/mental-health-in-
schools-conference-2019-manchester/ 
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This newsletter collates information from various sources that is relevant to  

safeguarding children. Anyone working in this area who would like to be added to  
the circulation list can forward their details to – keithdriver@btinternet.com  
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