
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  
 
 
 

 
 

  
 

    
 

 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Letter from the Chair: 

          CHRIS HOGAN 
 
I am delighted to introduce our autumn newsletter for 
dissemination to all those working with children and 
families in Harrow.  I hope you and your staff will find it 
useful.  As you see will one of our refreshed priorities is 
hearing the voice of practitioners and as one of the 
ways to better enable this both Coral as the Board 
Manager and myself are happy to talk to staff groups 
about the work of the Board Do please contact Coral to 
discuss this if you think this would be helpful 
(coral.mcgookin@harrow.gov.uk ) 
 
The HSCB’s Priorities 
 
The HSCB Priorities for 2015 to 16 have been 
embedded into all new work to be led and carried out by 
your representatives on the Board and its Sub-
committees.  We want to ensure that we make a 
positive difference to children and young people in 
Harrow by focussing new energy into these areas: 
raising the profile of vulnerabilities for young people in a 
climate of national concern about the risks many young 
people face and scrutinising the effectiveness of our 
individual and collective responses; we want to ensure 
that our knowledge and evaluation of services are 
realistic by always checking with the perceptions and 
experiences of service users and those who work 
directly with them; and we want to ensure that our 
priorities are supported through the strategic planning of 
our member organisations and other key partnerships in 
Harrow such as the Health and Well-being Board; Safer 
Harrow; Safeguarding Adults Board; and the Corporate 
Parenting Panel.   
You all play an important part in supporting these 
priorities – a copy of your HSCB’s Priority Poster can be 
downloaded from http://www.harrowlscb.co.uk/about-
the-hscb/the-role-of-hscb/  
 
 
Serious Crimes Act 2015:  
Female Genital Mutilation 
The Government made a number of commitments for 
new legislation to tackle FGM.  The key changes 
introduced by the new act are: 
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Updates 
HSCB Upcoming Training Courses: 
 
Managing Allegations against Staff and Volunteers 
working with Children and Young People 
This course will lead managers through the processes 
involved by the officers responsible from the Social Care and 
HR departments. It will help managers to be aware of what 
to do early on in these situations. 
10th November 2015 
9:30am – 1:00pm 
 
Signs of Safety – Preparing for Effective Case 
Conferences 
This course raises awareness about complex issues faced 
by parents its impact on parenting. 
11th November 2015 
10:00am – 12:30pm 
 
Level 2: Child Sexual Exploitation 
This course raises awareness about Child Sexual 
Exploitation (CSE) and how we are tackling this in Harrow 
Monday 23rd November 
10:00am – 12pm 
 
Level 2: Introduction to Working Together to keep 
Children and Young People safe 
Aim: To develop knowledge, skills and the ability to work 
together on the process of safeguarding and promoting the 
welfare of children, including those who are suffering or at 
risk of suffering, significant harm. 
7th December 2015 
9:30am – 4:30pm 
 
Level 3 Refresher 
It is a statutory requirement for anyone who works with 
children to update their knowledge of legislation and 
guidance. 
14th December 2015 
9:30am – 1:00pm 
 
Please contact Ijaz ijaz.valiji@harrow.gov.uk for further 
information and how to book your place 
 

1. NSPCC’s Annual Review of ChildLine 2014-
15 “Always there when I need you” 

The report shows that mental health remains a significant 
issue for children, with a young person contacting ChildLine 
every 6 minutes to discuss mental health worries. For the full 
report visit: 

http://www.nspcc.org.uk/services-and-
resources/research-and-resources/childline-
annual-review-2014-2015-always-there/ 

2. New Missing Children Notification Pack 
 A copy of the Missing Children Notification Pack can be 
accessed via http://www.harrowlscb.co.uk/guidance-
procedures/missing-children/ 

3.  
 

 

 New offences for those carrying out FGM 
abroad by or against those who are at the 
time are habitually resident in the UK 
irrespective of whether they are subject to 
immigration restrictions.  

 The provision of anonymity of victims of 
alleged offences of FGM  

 A new offence of failing to protect a girl from 
FGM. This will mean that if an offence of 
FGM is committed against a girl under the 
age of 16, each person who is responsible 
for the girl at the time of FGM occurred will 
be liable under this new offence.  

 A new duty to notify the police of FGM which 
applies to specified regulated professionals 
(doctors, nurses, midwives, social workers 
and teachers).  The duty applies where the 
professional either: a) is informed by the girl 
that an act of FGM has been carried out on 
her, or b) observes physical signs which 
appear to show an act of FGM has been 
carried out and has no reason to believe that 
the act was necessary for the girl’s physical 
or mental health or for purposes connected 
with labour or birth 
 

For more information see the FGM Fact Sheet on 
the HSCB website 
http://www.harrowlscb.co.uk/guidance-for-
practitioners/fgm-guidance/ 
The HSCB is running an FGM briefing event at a 
lunchtime forum on the 13th of November 12 
Midday to 1.30 in Committee Rooms 1&2 at Harrow 
Civic Centre. The forum will include a presentation 
from the Outreach and Policy Lead at the FGM Unit 
at the Home Office, Adwoa Debrah.  For details 
please contact Ijaz Valiji: ijaz.valiji@harrow.gov.uk 
 
For local training contact: 
samia.malik@harrow.gov.uk 
or to sign up for a free e-learning course visit:  
www.fgmelearning.co.uk    
 
Child Sexual Exploitation  
 

Anyone in Harrow working with children, young 

people and vulnerable young adults should know 

what the signs are, who more at risk is and how to 

seek appropriate support or make a referral. We 

now have a pool of professionals who work in many 

different agencies across Harrow who are trained to 

deliver a basic CSE awareness course.  If you are 

interested in accessing one of these trainers for 
your organisation or team FREE of charge 
please get in touch with HSCB’s Learning and 
Development Manager, Janine Young by email 
Janine.young@harrow.gov.uk  
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