
 

Justice Secretary responds to review 

led by Charlie Taylor (11/12/16) 

Education and training will be put at the 

heart of youth justice, the Justice 

Secretary will announce in response to a 

ground-breaking review led by child 

behavioural expert Charlie Taylor. 

 

Tackling security and safety issues head 

on, she will announce plans to invest an 

additional £15m a year in youth custody - 

boosting front-line staff, reducing 

violence, and ensuring young offenders 

get the opportunities needed for a fresh 

start in life. 

 

While the number of children in custody 

has fallen significantly, those who remain 

in the system have serious and complex 

needs. Tackling the factors that contribute 

to criminality and intervening at a young 

age is key to breaking the cycle of 

reoffending – making our streets safer 

and improving young people’s life 

chances. 

 

Taking forward Charlie Taylor’s 

proposals to deliver an effective, 

education-led approach to custody, 2 

secure schools will be launched; 

delivering core subjects such as English 

and Maths, as well as a range of work 

training and apprenticeship schemes to 

help offenders find work on release. The 

majority of his recommendations are 

being taken forward, with immediate 

investment and resourcing aimed at 

improving safety. 

 

The overhaul of the system will also 

focus on life beyond bars with a youth 

custody apprenticeship scheme being 

developed to build strong relationships 

with employers, ensuring that all young 

people are earning or learning on release. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/jus

tice-secretary-plans-to-put-education-at-

the-heart-of-youth-justice 

 

Understanding the educational 

background of young offenders 
(12/12/16) 

This report sets out the key findings from 

an analysis of young offenders in the 

youth justice system. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics

/understanding-the-educational-

background-of-young-offenders-

summary-report 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics

/understanding-the-educational-

background-of-young-offenders-full-

report 

 

Review of the youth justice system 
(12/12/16) 

An interim and final report from the 

review of the youth justice system and the 

government's response. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati

ons/review-of-the-youth-justice-system 

 

Youth custody data (09/12/16) 

Monthly statistics on the population in 

custody of children and young people 

within the secure estate. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics

/youth-custody-data 
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MAPPA (07/12/16) 

Multi-agency public protection 

arrangements are in place to ensure the 

successful management of violent and 

sexual offenders. This guidance sets out 

the responsibilities of the police, probation 

trusts and prison service. It also touches 

on how other agencies may become 

involved, for example the YJB will be 

responsible for the care of young 

offenders. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati

ons/multi-agency-public-protection-

arrangements-mappa--2 

 
CPS and NPCC launch new Honour-

Based Violence/Abuse and Forced 

Marriage Protocol (14/12/16) 

The CPS and police have published the 

first ever joint honour-based 

violence/abuse and forced marriage 

protocol, outlining their commitment to 

the successful investigation and 

prosecution of these crimes. The protocol 

recognises the importance of strong 

partnership working between these two 

agencies. 

http://www.cps.gov.uk/news/latest_news/c

ps_and_npcc_launch_new_protocol/ 

 

DBS workforce guides (14/12/16) 

Guides to help you identify the type of 

workforce that a Disclosure and Barring 

Service applicant will be working in. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati

ons/dbs-workforce-guidance 

 

Children should not be summonsed to 

court for non payment of fines – interim 

guidance (15/11/16) 

The Justices’ Clerks Society has issued 

guidance to all its members which states 

 

that children should not be issued with a 

summons or warrant to secure their 

attendance at court for non-payment of 

fines. 

 

This guidance follows a legal challenge 

taken by lawyers from The Howard 

League for Penal Reform against two 

magistrates’ courts for unlawfully issuing 

a warrant not backed for bail for the arrest 

of a child who had not paid a fine. This 

resulted in a vulnerable 15-year-old being 

detained for two nights at a police station. 

 

Prior to this recent 

guidance, children were being arrested on 

a warrants issued to secure the child’s 

attendance at court for a means enquiry in 

relation to unpaid fines. This has resulted 

in children being detained in 

police custody even though there is no 

legal power to imprison a child for not 

paying fines. 

 

The JCS guidance is intended to be the 

temporary position while further guidance 

is drafted in the coming weeks. 

http://www.yjlc.uk/children-should-not-

be-summonsed-to-court-for-non-

payment-of-fines-interim-guidance 

…………………………………………... 

 

Permanent and fixed-period exclusions 

in England: 2014 to 2015 (15/12/16) 

Levels of permanent and fixed-period 

exclusions by school type, including 

information on reasons for exclusions and 

exclusion review panels. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics

/permanent-and-fixed-period-exclusions-

in-england-2014-to-2015 
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Gulf States agree action to tackle online 

child exploitation and modern slavery 
(07/12/16) 

Gulf countries have agreed to do more to 

tackle online child exploitation and to 

stamp out the international scourge of 

modern slavery and human trafficking at a 

meeting of the UK and the Gulf Co-

operation Council. 

 

All 6 countries have now committed to 

sign up to the WePROTECT Global 

Alliance, a coalition of countries and 

organisations dedicated to taking action to 

end online CSE. 

 

They have also agreed to enter into 

discussions on compliance with 

international conventions on forced labour 

as part of global efforts to tackle modern 

slavery. 

 

British experts at the UK Border Force 

will now work with Gulf-based airlines to 

raise awareness of modern slavery among 

their staff and crew, and advise them how 

to share any concerns they might have 

with border officials or the police. 

 

The PM led the way in securing 

agreement at the GCC meeting in Bahrain 

today. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/gul

f-states-agree-action-to-tackle-online-

child-exploitation-and-modern-slavery 

 

 

 

"Understanding the unique needs of 

each child" (29/11/16) 

Cafcass has adapted and introduced new 

tools to support our direct work with 

children with disabilities or other 

additional needs, under a 

recent assessment tools review. 

 

Incorporating visual prompts, the tools 

support children with additional needs, 

such as audio impairment or limited 

verbal language skills, to communicate 

their wishes and feelings. Our 

practitioners use the tools to explore the 

child’s situation and gain a better 

understanding of their experience of the 

adults and world around them. Paired 

with social work skills, the tools help us 

identify and assess the important issues 

for the children we work.  

https://www.cafcass.gov.uk/news/2016/no

vember/understanding-the-unique-needs-

of-each-child.aspx 

 

Care Act Statutory guidance (09/12/16) 

Statutory guidance to support 

implementation of part 1 of the Care Act 

2014 by local authorities. 

 

The edition published on 10 March 2016 

supersedes the version issued in October 

2014. It takes account of regulatory 

changes, feedback from stakeholders and 

the care sector, and developments 

following the postponement of social care 

funding reforms to 2020. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati

ons/care-act-statutory-guidance 
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Safeguarding women and girls at risk of 

FGM (08/12/16) 

These documents provide guidance to 

support an NHS organisation when they 

are developing or reviewing safeguarding 

policies and procedures around female 

genital mutilation (FGM). 

 

They can be used by health professionals 

from all sectors, particularly designated 

and named safeguarding leads, and LSCB 

members. It is based on existing best 

practice within the NHS. 

They have been developed in partnership 

with health and social care professionals, 

and professional bodies. 

 

All organisations must ensure that their 

approach to safeguarding against FGM is 

multi-agency and multi-disciplinary. They 

should work with partners in social 

services and the police. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati

ons/safeguarding-women-and-girls-at-

risk-of-fgm 

 

Statement opposing FGM (01/12/16) 

This statement opposing FGM can be 

taken abroad to explain the criminal status 

of FGM in the UK. It outlines 

what FGM is, the legislation and penalties 

involved and the help and support 

available. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati

ons/statement-opposing-female-genital-

mutilation 

 

Home Secretary hosts forum to end 

FGM (01/12/16) 

Home Secretary Amber Rudd has brought 

together government ministers, frontline 

professionals, charities, campaigners and 

survivors to co-ordinate efforts to end 

FGM at home and abroad. 

 

‘Ending FGM: a forum to make a 

difference’ saw discussions on how the 

government and other agencies can better 

engage with communities to encourage 

them to turn their back on this violent, 

abusive practice. 

 

The Home Secretary and other attendees 

heard survivors share their personal 

experiences of FGM, the impact it has 

had on their lives and how they have 

attempted to move on and campaign 

against the practice. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ho

me-secretary-hosts-forum-to-end-fgm 

 

Mandatory reporting of FGM: 

procedural information (01/12/16) 

A mandatory reporting duty 

for FGM requires regulated health and 

social care professionals and teachers in 

England and Wales to report known cases 

of FGM in under 18-year-olds to the 

police. The FGM duty came into force on 

31 October 2015. 

This document gives relevant 

professionals and the police information 

on the mandatory reporting duty. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati

ons/mandatory-reporting-of-female-

genital-mutilation-procedural-information 

 

Response to the Home Affairs Select 

Committee's report on FGM (01/12/16) 

The government's response to the Home 

Affairs Select Committee's 2016 follow-

up report on FGM. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati

ons/response-to-the-home-affairs-select-

committees-report-on-female-genital-

mutilation 
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New report looks at the mental health 

of children in London (08/12/16) 

More than 110,000 children in London, or 

around one in 10, suffer with significant 

mental ill health according to a new report 

from PHE. The report has been published 

to support commissioners to take action in 

improving the mental health of children 

and young people. 

The report also reveals that just 1 in 4 

children across the country who need 

treatment for mental ill health receive it. 

 

The report also found: 

nearly 40,000 children suffer with 

anxiety 

over 10,000 children experience 

depression 

 just under 19,000 children are diagnosed 

with ADHD 

over 68,000 children have conduct 

disorder (a serious behavioural and 

emotional disorder) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ne

w-report-looks-at-the-mental-health-of-

children-in-london 

 

Improving the mental health of children 

and young people (06/12/16) 

Reports to support commissioners in 

improving the mental health and 

wellbeing of children and young people. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati

ons/improving-the-mental-health-of-

children-and-young-people 

 

End of life care for infants, children and 

young people with life-limiting 

conditions: planning and management 
(December 2016) 

This guideline covers the planning and 

management of end of life and palliative 

care in for infants, children and young 

people (aged 0–17 years) with life-

limiting conditions. It aims to involve 

children, young people and their families 

in decisions about their care, and improve 

the support that is available to them 

throughout their lives. 

 

The guideline does not cover children and 

young people without a life-limiting 

condition who die unexpectedly (for 

example, accidental death). 

https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng61 

 

New wide range of improved support 

and care for adults and children with 

autism (30/11/16) 

A new waiting time target, an improved 

diagnostic pathway and a better integrated 

service for adults and children with 

autism has been announced by the 

Minister for Social Services and Public. 

 

The 26-week waiting time target from 

referral to first appointment for children 

with autism and other 

neurodevelopmental conditions is a key 

element of the Welsh Government’s 

refreshed ASD Strategic Action Plan. 

 

The plan also focuses on improving 

assessment and diagnosis services; 

meeting people’s support needs; raising 

awareness of ASD and ensuring 

information and training is available to 

all.  

 

A new, single, Wales-wide assessment 

pathway for children will also be 

introduced to ensure consistency and 

make the system much clearer for 

families. 

http://gov.wales/newsroom/health-and-

social-

services/2016/161130autism/?lang=en 
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Helping parents spot the signs of sepsis 
(15/12/16) 

A nationwide campaign, launched by 

Health Secretary Jeremy Hunt, will help 

parents spot the symptoms of sepsis to 

protect young children and save lives. 

 

The campaign is principally aimed at 

parents and carers of young children aged 

0 to 4. It includes a film featuring mother 

and campaigner Melissa Mead, who lost 

her baby son William to sepsis in 

December 2014. 

 

The UK Sepsis Trust estimates that there 

are more than 120,000 cases of sepsis and 

around 37,000 deaths each year in 

England. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/hel

ping-parents-spot-the-signs-of-sepsis 

 

Suicide prevention: interim report 
(19/12/16) 

The Health Committee has published an 

interim report to allow the emerging 

themes from witnesses to be presented to 

government in time to inform the updated 

suicide prevention strategy. A full report 

will follow next year, once the strategy 

has been published and witnesses have 

been invited to give their views. 

 

The key messages for suicide prevention 

1. Implementation – a clear 

implementation strategy, with strong 

national leadership and clear 

accountability, alongside regular and 

transparent external scrutiny. 

2. Services to support people who are 

vulnerable to suicide – this includes 

wider support for public mental health 

and wellbeing alongside the 

identification of and targeted support 

for at risk groups through early 

intervention services and access to help 

in non-clinical settings. The 

Committee recommends improvements 

in both primary and secondary care 

and services for those bereaved by 

suicide. 

3. Consensus statement on sharing 

information with families – 

professionals need better training to 

ensure that opportunities to involve 

families or friends in a patient’s 

recovery are maximised, where 

appropriate. 

4. Data – timely and consistent data is 

needed to enable swift responses to 

suspected suicides and to identify 

possible clusters, in order to prevent 

further suicides. The Committee 

recommends changes to help the law to 

make sure that suicides are not missed. 

5. Media – media guidelines relating to 

the reporting of suicide are being 

widely ignored and greater attention 

must be paid to dealing with breaches 

by the media, at national and local 

level. Consideration should be given to 

what changes should be made to 

restrict access to harmful internet 

content, which may encourage suicide. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/comm

ittees/committees-a-z/commons-

select/health-committee/news-parliament-

20151/suicide-prevention-report-

published-16-17/ 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/

cm201617/cmselect/cmhealth/300/30003.

htm#_idTextAnchor005 
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The Independent Inquiry into CSA 

 

Independent Inquiry publishes Internal 

Review into its work (16/12/16) 

The IICSA has published its Internal 

Review commissioned by Chair Professor 

Alexis Jay when she took office in 

August. 

https://www.iicsa.org.uk/news/independen

t-inquiry-publishes-internal-review-its-

work 

 

Request for Literature: Behaviour and 

Characteristics of Perpetrators of 

Online-facilitated CSA and Exploitation 
(06/12/16) 

The IICS has commissioned NatCen 

Social Research to provide us with a 

review of the most up to date research on 

the characteristics and behaviours of 

perpetrators of online-facilitated CSA. 

The findings will help pinpoint areas 

where further research is needed and help 

inform IICSA's investigations. They may 

also inform recommendations for policy 

and practice. IICSA and NatCen are 

asking organisations to let us know about 

any unpublished literature or ongoing 

research in this area.  

https://www.iicsa.org.uk/news/request-

literature-behaviour-and-characteristics-

perpetrators-online-facilitated-child-sexual 

 

First anonymised summaries from the 

Truth Project (01/12/16) 

The IICSA has published the first personal 

accounts from victims and survivors who 

have taken part in our Truth Project. 

https://www.iicsa.org.uk/news/inquiry-

publishes-first-anonymised-summaries-

truth-project 

 

Transcript of Inquiry Seminar 
(01/12/16) 

The Inquiry has today published the 

transcript for the second day of Inquiry 

Seminars. The IICSA has held its first 

Inquiry Seminar in the Civil Justice 

System as part of the Accountability and 

Reparations Investigation. 

https://www.iicsa.org.uk/news/transcript-

inquiry-seminars-held-today-central-

london 

 

Child abuse inquiry vital but must act 

to restore confidence (24/11/16) 

The Home Affairs Committee publishes a 

short report on the Independent Inquiry 

into CSA alongside evidence from former 

counsel.  

 

The Committee states that the work of the 

Inquiry is vital but that confidence in the 

Inquiry's ability to deliver its objectives 

has been seriously diminished by 

problems it has encountered.  

 

The report suggests swift and transparent 

action be taken to rebuild confidence in 

IICSA and its work among survivors, the 

public, and Inquiry workers. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/comm

ittees/committees-a-z/commons-

select/home-affairs-committee/news-

parliament-2015/child-sexual-abuse-

report-published-16-17/ 
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Violence against women and girls 

services: local commissioning (07/12/16) 

Guidance for commissioners and services 

in England on how to address and prevent 

the effects of violence against women and 

girls.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati

ons/violence-against-women-and-girls-

services-local-commissioning 

 

Domestic violence disclosure scheme 

(07/12/16) 

Guidance which has been developed to 

support the implementation of the 

domestic violence disclosure scheme. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati

ons/domestic-violence-disclosure-scheme-

pilot-guidance 

 
Guidance: Violence against women and 

girls: national statement of expectations 
(07/12/16) 

The actions local areas should take to 

ensure victims of violence against women 

and girls get the support they need. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati

ons/violence-against-women-and-girls-

national-statement-of-expectations 

 

Violence against women and girls: 

service transformation fund (07/12/16) 

Guidance on the application process for 

the service transformation fund, which 

offers £15m for local services that address 

violence against women and girls. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati

ons/violence-against-women-and-girls-

service-transformation-fund 

 
Guidance: Domestic homicide reviews: 

key findings from research (07/12/16) 

Information about risk assessments, 

information sharing and multi-agency 

 

working and suggestions for what can be 

done locally.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati

ons/domestic-homicide-review-lessons-

learned 

 

New protection for victims of 'stranger 

stalking' (07/12/16) 

The Home Secretary has announced her 

intention to introduce new stalking 

protection orders which will help protect 

victims at the earliest possible stage. 

 

Amber Rudd made the announcement as 

part of a package of government measures 

to prevent violence against women and 

girls. 

 

She announced plans for the new orders, 

designed to intervene early to keep 

victims safe and stop ‘stranger stalking’ 

before it escalates, after visiting the 

National Stalking Helpline. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ne

w-protection-for-victims-of-stranger-

stalking 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultat

ions/introducing-a-stalking-protection-

order 

 

Violence against women and girls: 

communications insight pack (25/11/16) 

This pack has been developed to provide 

partners with information about issues 

related to violence against women and 

girls. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati

ons/violence-against-women-and-girls-

communications-insight-pack 
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Metropolitan Police Service – National 

child protection inspection (25/11/16) 

Fundamental deficiencies in the way that 

the MPS understands and responds to 

child abuse and CSE is putting children in 

London at risk, according to a report by 

Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of 

Constabulary. 

 

HMIC found that none of the borough or 

specialist teams assessed in this inspection 

was doing a good enough job in protecting 

children. The way the force handled the 

cases in 278 of the 374 cases examined 

was found to require improvement or be 

inadequate. 38 cases had to be referred 

back to the force, because they 

represented a continued risk to a child or 

children. 

 

In addition to the lack of a single chief 

officer responsible, other principal areas 

of concern included: 

 In 38 cases of missing and absent 

children, 36 cases were judged as 

‘requires improvement’ or ‘inadequate’. 

Officers and staff need to understand the 

link between children who regularly go 

missing and sexual exploitation. 

Of the 38 cases referred back to the Met 

because they placed a child or children at 

continued risk, the force had itself 

assessed one as ‘requires improvement’ 

and three as ‘inadequate’ and yet had 

taken no action. 

Of 40 custody cases, 39 resulted in the 

child being kept in custody, despite the 

stipulations of the Police and Criminal 

Evidence Act. 

HMIC was told that there was a greater 

focus on reducing crimes identified as 

priorities by the Mayor’s Office for 

Policing and Crime, such as burglary 

and vehicle theft, than on child 

protection. 

Officers and staff often do not properly 

assess or speak to children at significant 

risk of CSE, meaning these children 

continue to be at risk of abuse. 

Officers were often unaware of 

registered sex offenders in their area and 

there were backlogs in visits to some 

offenders, including those who pose a 

very high risk to children. 

 Information on child abuse victims, 

offenders and risks is too often kept in 

isolated IT systems across the force and 

so shared properly neither with partners 

such as local authorities nor even with 

fellow officers working in the next 

borough. 

Some staff in important roles, such as 

borough CSE officers, have limited 

awareness and had received no training 

in CSE. 

http://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/h

mic/news/news-feed/children-put-at-risk-

by-mets-shortcomings/ 

 

DBS workforce guides (05/12/16) 

Identify the type of workforce that a 

Disclosure and Barring Service applicant 

will be working in. 

 

Registered bodies or employers need to 

add the workforce in section x line 61 of 

the DBS application form. DBS 

application forms that don’t have the 

workforce provided will be rejected. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati

ons/dbs-workforce-guidance 
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Children and the internet inquiry 
(25/11/16) 

The Communications Committee is 

conducting an inquiry into children's 

access to, and use of, the internet. It aims 

to investigate the risks and as well as the 

benefits. The Committee will also 

investigate how children's use of the 

internet is governed and regulated, 

examining the roles that parents, schools, 

media companies and regulators should all 

play. 

 

Ministers will be asked the extent to 

which initiatives already in place to 

prevent online risks for children have 

worked so far, and how the internet might 

be made a better and safer place for 

children in the future. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/commi

ttees/committees-a-z/lords-

select/communications-

committee/inquiries/parliament-

2015/children-and-the-internet/ 

 

SI 2016/1201 - The Youth Justice and 

Criminal Evidence Act 1999 

(Commencement No. 15) Order 2016 
(13/12/16) 

Section 28 of the Youth Justice and 

Criminal Evidence Act 1999 (c. 23) 

provides that where a witness’s video 

recorded evidence in chief has been 

admitted under section 27 of the Act the 

court may direct that the video recorded 

cross-examination and re-examination of 

that witness may also be admitted as 

evidence.  

 

Article 2 makes provision for the coming 

into force of section 28 of the Act on 2nd 

January 2017, but only for the purposes of 

proceedings before the Crown Court 

sitting at Kingston-upon-Thames, Leeds 

or Liverpool, where the witness is aged 

16 or 17 at the time of the hearing.  

 

Section 28 was previously brought into 

force by SI 2013/3236 in relation to these 

courts, where the witness was eligible by 

virtue of section 16(1)(a) and was under 

the age of 16 at the time of the hearing, or 

by virtue of section 16(1)(b) of the Act, 

owing to an incapacity.  

 

The effect of this Order is therefore to 

expand the availability of section 28 

directions in these courts, so that they 

may also be made in relation to witnesses 

who are aged 16 or 17 at the time of the 

hearing.  

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2016/1

201/contents/made 

 

SI 2016/1213 - The Safeguarding and 

Clergy Discipline Measure 2016 

(Commencement No. 3) Order 2016 
(16/12/16) 

This Order brings into force on 1st 

January 2017 all the provisions of the 

Safeguarding and Clergy Discipline 

Measure 2016 which are not already in 

force. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2016/1

213/contents/made 
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High needs strategic planning fund 
(14/12/16) 

Information for LAs about grant funding 

for strategic reviews of high needs 

provision 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati

ons/high-needs-strategic-planning-fund 

 

Children’s Social Care Innovation 

Programme grant (14/12/16) 

How much funding LAs are getting for the 

Children’s Social Care Innovation 

Programme. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati

ons/grant-determination-childrens-social-

care-innovation-programme 

 

Children looked after in England 

including adoption(08/12/16) 

Information on looked-after children at 

both national and local authority levels for 

the financial year 2015 to 2016. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/

children-looked-after-in-england-

including-adoption-2015-to-2016 

 

Home-to-school travel and transport 
(07/12/16) 

Statutory guidance on making home-to-

school travel arrangements for children 

and young people, and on promoting 

sustainable travel. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati

ons/home-to-school-travel-and-transport-

guidance 

 

2017 EYFS: assessment and reporting 

arrangements (ARA) (06/12/16) 

Statutory guidance for assessing and 

reporting the early years foundation stage 

profile in the 2016 to 2017 academic year. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati

ons/2017-early-years-foundation-stage-

assessment-and-reporting-arrangements-

Consultation outcome - British schools 

overseas: standards and inspection 

arrangements (01/12/16) 

Summary of responses receivedmand the 

government’s next steps. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultat

ions/british-schools-overseas-standards-

and-inspection-arrangements 

 

British schools overseas: standards for 

schools (01/12/16) 

The standards that inspectorates will refer 

to when they inspect schools. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati

ons/british-schools-overseas-standards-

for-schools 

 

NEET statistics quarterly brief: July to 

September 2016 (24/11/16) 

Statistics about 16-18 year-olds who are 

not in education, employment or training. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics

/neet-statistics-quarterly-brief-july-to-

september-2016 

 

LA and children’s homes in England 

inspection outcomes (16/12/16) 

Local authority and Children’s homes 

inspection data covering the period up 

until September 2016. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics

/local-authority-and-childrens-homes-in-

england-inspection-outcomes-as-at-30-

september-2016 

 

Childcare protocols between Ofsted 

and other organisations (24/11/16) 

How Ofsted will work with other 

organisations. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati

ons/protocols-between-ofsted-and-other-

organisations-in-relation-to-childcare 
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Joint inspections of the response to 

children living with domestic abuse: 

September 2016 to March 2017 
(16/12/16) 

Guidance for inspectors and inspection 

reports for joint targeted area inspections 

of local area services. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati

ons/joint-inspections-of-the-response-to-

children-living-with-domestic-abuse-

september-2016-to-march-2017 

 

Social care: guidance for Ofsted staff 
(15/12/16) 

This handbook sets out the legal 

background to Ofsted’s social care 

compliance work and Ofsted’s powers. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati

ons/social-care-compliance-handbook-

from-september-2014 

 

Inspecting registered childcare 

providers: information for parents 
(15/12/16) 

How Ofsted regulates childcare and what 

parents should do if they have concerns 

about their provider. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati

ons/information-for-parents-about-ofsteds-

role-in-regulating-childcare 

 

Local area SEND inspection outcome 

letters (13/12/16) 

Outcome letters from inspections of local 

area services for children and young 

people with special educational needs 

and/or disabilities. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati

ons/local-area-send-inspection-outcome-

letters 

 

Children's social care data in England 

2016 (02/12/16) 

Children’s social care inspection data 

covering the period 2015 to 2016. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics

/childrens-social-care-data-in-england-

2016 

 

LA and children’s homes in England 

inspection outcomes (02/12/16) 

Combined official statistics release 

following a consultation on the 

presentation of social care statistics. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics

/local-authority-and-childrens-homes-in-

england-inspection-outcomes 

 

Non-association independent schools 

inspection outcomes official statistics as 

at 31 August 2016 (29/11/16) 

Provisional data for the period: September 

2015 to August 2016 and revised data for 

the period: September 2014 to August 

2015. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics

/non-association-independent-schools-

inspection-outcomes-official-statistics-as-

at-31-august-2016 

 

Social care questionnaires 2016: what 

children and young people told Ofsted 
(24/11/16) 

Experiences of children’s homes and 

foster carers. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati

ons/social-care-questionnaires-2016-

what-children-and-young-people-told-

ofsted 
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New UK action against modern slavery 

protects women at risk from trafficking 

in Med (02/12/16) 

HO Minister Priti Patel has set out how 

the Department for International 

Development is to boost its support to 

tackle modern slavery. Ms Patel also 

announced a new approach to increase and 

expand DFID’s work on ending modern 

slavery and child labour, which will 

complement the international work of 

other parts of government. 

 

The new support will double the UK’s 

investment to £8m in a special protection 

fund set up to keep women and girl 

refugees in the Mediterranean region safe 

from trafficking and exploitation. The 

fund will be used to better identify, protect 

and refer vulnerable female migrants and 

refugees, by providing shelters as a safe 

alternative to dangerous camp 

environments and strengthening national 

counter-trafficking mechanisms in Greece 

and the Balkans. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ne

w-uk-action-against-modern-slavery-

protects-women-at-risk-from-trafficking-

in-med 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ne

w-support-boosts-britains-lead-in-global-

drive-to-tackle-violence-against-girls-and-

women 

 

Government 'over-claimed' on 

performance of families programme 
(20/12/16) 

The Public Accounts Committee report 

says that Government has not proved the 

effectiveness of a programme to support 

troubled families. The Committee also 

concludes the Government overstated the 

programme's success through its use 

of terminology and the method used to 

estimate financial savings to the taxpayer. 

 

Families were considered 'turned around' 

on the basis of short-term outcomes rather 

than "long-term, sustainable change in 

families' lives", says the Committee, 

while £1.2b of claimed savings was an 

overstatement. 

 

An official evaluation of the programme 

was "unable to find consistent evidence" 

the Troubled Families programme had 

any significant impact. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/comm

ittees/committees-a-z/commons-

select/public-accounts-committee/news-

parliament-2015/troubled-families-report-

published-16-17/ 

 

New law needed to protect children 
(29/11/16) 

The Women and Equalities Committee 

says the Government's response to its 

report on sexual harassment and sexual 

violence does not do enough to ensure 

schools tackle this serious problem. 

 

The report exposed the widespread nature 

of sexual harassment and sexual violence 

in schools. It found inconsistency in how 

schools deal with the problem, a disregard 

for existing national and international 

equality law and obligations, and a lack of 

guidance and support for teachers to deal 

with these issues effectively. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/comm

ittees/committees-a-z/commons-

select/women-and-equalities-

committee/news-parliament-2015/sexual-

harassment-and-sexual-violence-in-

schools-government-response-published-

16-17/ 
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Government must end complacency 

over children at risk of harm (16/12/16) 

The Public Accounts Committee has 

published a report which concludes 

progress to improve child protection 

services since the Munro report was 

published in 2011 has been too slow, with 

less than a quarter of services judged by 

Ofsted as Good—"by no standards" an 

improvement. 

 

The Committee warns variations in the 

quality and consistency of help and 

protection services is leaving children at 

risk of harm and stresses the need for 

urgent action to address this. The 

Government should explain how it will 

ensure minimum standards so that all 

children have equal access to high-quality 

services. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/commi

ttees/committees-a-z/commons-

select/public-accounts-committee/news-

parliament-2015/child-protection-report-

published-16-17/ 

 

Children and young people's mental 

health – role of education (01/12/16) 

The Health Committee is beginning a new 

inquiry into the role of education in 

promoting emotional wellbeing in children 

and young people and preventing the 

development of mental health problems. 

The Education Committee has been 

invited to join the inquiry and share its 

expertise in the education sector with the 

Health Committee's overview of mental 

health services. 

 

The inquiry will have a specific focus on 

the role of educational settings in 

prevention and early intervention. 

The Committee will be examining: 

Promoting emotional wellbeing, 

building resilience, and establishing and 

protecting good mental health 

Support for young people with mental 

health problems 

Building skills for professionals 

Social media and the internet 

 

Submissions should not exceed 3000 

words, and should reach the Committee 

by Friday 20 January 2017. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/comm

ittees/committees-a-z/commons-

select/health-committee/news-parliament-

20151/children-young-people-mental-

health-education-launch-16-17/ 

 

Policy paper: Adoption: a vision for 

change (19/12/16) 

How the government plans to address 

challenges in the adoption system over 

the next 4 years. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati

ons/adoption-a-vision-for-change 

 

New approach to vulnerability for 

policing (30/11/16) 

Almost £2m has been awarded to the 

College of Policing to transform the 

service’s approach to vulnerability, it was 

said today. he announcement includes 

funding to pilot a licence to practise 

approach for CSA investigators with 

specific roles, to improve the status of 

officers carrying out these challenging 

roles and demonstrate the police services' 

commitment to tackling CSA. 

http://www.college.police.uk/News/Colle

ge-

news/Pages/New_approach_to_vulnerabil

ity_for_policing_announced.aspx 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/public-accounts-committee/news-parliament-2015/child-protection-report-published-16-17/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/public-accounts-committee/news-parliament-2015/child-protection-report-published-16-17/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/public-accounts-committee/news-parliament-2015/child-protection-report-published-16-17/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/public-accounts-committee/news-parliament-2015/child-protection-report-published-16-17/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/public-accounts-committee/news-parliament-2015/child-protection-report-published-16-17/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/health-committee/news-parliament-20151/children-young-people-mental-health-education-launch-16-17/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/health-committee/news-parliament-20151/children-young-people-mental-health-education-launch-16-17/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/health-committee/news-parliament-20151/children-young-people-mental-health-education-launch-16-17/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/health-committee/news-parliament-20151/children-young-people-mental-health-education-launch-16-17/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/health-committee/news-parliament-20151/children-young-people-mental-health-education-launch-16-17/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/adoption-a-vision-for-change
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/adoption-a-vision-for-change
http://www.college.police.uk/News/College-news/Pages/New_approach_to_vulnerability_for_policing_announced.aspx
http://www.college.police.uk/News/College-news/Pages/New_approach_to_vulnerability_for_policing_announced.aspx
http://www.college.police.uk/News/College-news/Pages/New_approach_to_vulnerability_for_policing_announced.aspx
http://www.college.police.uk/News/College-news/Pages/New_approach_to_vulnerability_for_policing_announced.aspx


 
 

A common sense police approach to 

investigating sexting among under-18s 
(24/11/16) 

The College of Policing has published a 

briefing note which aims to help officers 

to respond in a proportionate way to 

reports of under 18-year-olds possessing, 

sharing or generating indecent imagery of 

themselves or other children – often 

referred to as sexting.  

http://www.college.police.uk/News/Colleg

e-news/Pages/Sexting-briefing-note.aspx 

 

Troubled Teens (29/11/16) 

Tens of thousands of teenagers across 

England are suffering neglect at home, 

according to a report by The Children’s 

Society. 

 

The report lifts the lid on the scale of 

teenage neglect as reported by young 

people themselves. The findings show 

that, on average, the equivalent of three 

Year 10 pupils in every classroom report 

some form of parental neglect. 

http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/news-

and-blogs/press-releases/report-reveals-

tens-of-thousands-of-teenagers-are-

neglected-at-home 

 

An Exploration of Knowledge about 

Child Abuse linked to Faith and Belief 

(30/11/16) 

This research investigates current 

knowledge and raises awareness of child 

abuse linked to faith or belief. It provides  

a foundation on which to build more 

effective identification of cases, policy 

and intervention. 

http://vcf-uk.org/new-research-child-

abuse-linked-to-faith-and-belief/ 

 

 

New research highlights children and 

young people’s needs (05/12/16) 

The ADCS has published the latest 

version of its Safeguarding Pressures 

research. 

 

Since 2010 ADCS has collected and 

compared both qualitative and 

quantitative data from LAs in 5 phases 

spanning 2007/8 to 2015/16 in order to 

evidence and better understand changes in 

demand for, and provision of, children’s 

social care.  

 

For the year ending 31st March 2016: 

It is estimated that 2.19m initial contacts 

were made to children’s social care, up 

53% since 2007/8 

Referrals to children’s social care were 

up 12% since 2007/8 

The number of children becoming 

subjects of an initial child protection 

plan has increased by 78% since 2007/8 

Neglect continues to be the most 

prevalent category of abuse in child 

protection plans and emotional abuse, 

including domestic abuse, continues to 

increase 

Over half a million Child in Need 

assessments were completed in 2015/16; 

the most prevalent factor in assessments 

remains domestic abuse, affecting nearly 

half of all cases coming to the attention 

of children’s social care 

It is estimated that 32,964 children 

started to be looked after in 2015/16 - an 

increase of 37% since 2007/8 

41% of LAs reported continued and 

increasing difficulties recruiting 

experienced frontline staff. 

http://adcs.org.uk/safeguarding/article/ne

w-research-highlights-children-and-

young-peoples-needs-becoming-more-

comp 
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Children's social care providers: fees 

and inspection frequency (13/12/16) 

The aim of this consultation is to seek the 

views of interested parties on proposed 

changes to Her Majesty's Chief Inspector 

of Education, Children's Services and 

Skills (Fees and Frequency of Inspections) 

(Children's Homes etc.) Regulations 2015. 

This consultation seeks views on: 

A 10% increase on current fees, for those settings where fees are not already at full cost recovery. 

  

A reduction in the annual fee for residential holiday schemes for disabled children. 

  

Amending the frequency of Ofsted inspections for those registered children’s homes (excluding 

those children’s homes approved as secure homes) which currently have an overall effectiveness 

judgement of “good” or “outstanding” so that they receive a minimum of one full inspection during 

the next inspection period (i.e. April 2017 - March 2018) and each subsequent year. 

 

Closing date: 17th January 2017 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/children-

in-care/fees-and-frequency-of-inspection-

regulations/ 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultat

ions/childrens-social-care-providers-fees-

and-inspection-frequency 

 

High needs national funding formula: 

stage 2 (14/12/16) 

We are introducing a national funding 

formula to make funding fair for local 

areas, children and young people. This 

consultations seeks views on the detailed 

design of the formula, building on the 

earlier consultation on the principles and 

structure. 

 

The executive summary outlines our 

proposals and the effect on LAs, and the 

 

consultation document explains these in 

detail. The effect on each area is shown in 

full in the impact tables. We will be 

publishing the technical notes to 

accompany these tables shortly.  

 

The equality impact assessment considers 

how our proposals relate to the 8 protected 

characteristics identified by the Equality 

Act 2010. 

 

Closing date: 22
nd

 Mar 2017 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/funding-

policy-unit/high-needs-funding-reform-2/ 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultati

ons/high-needs-national-funding-formula-

stage-2 
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Have your say on the Children and 

Social Work Bill  (06/12/16) 

Do you have relevant expertise and 

experience or a special interest in the 

Children and Social Work Bill [Lords], 

which is currently passing through 

Parliament? 

 

If so, you can submit your views in 

writing to the House of Commons Public 

Bill Committee which is going to consider 

this Bill. 

 

The Public Bill Committee is now able to 

receive written evidence. The sooner you 

send in your submission, the more time 

the Committee will have to take it into 

consideration.Once the Committee has 

dealt with an amendment it will not revisit 

it.  

 

The Committee is expected to meet for the 

first time on Tuesday 13 December 2016; 

it will stop receiving written evidence at 

the end of the Committee stage, which is 

scheduled to be 5.00pm on Tuesday 17 

January 2017. However, please note that 

when the Committee concludes its 

consideration of the Bill it is no longer 

able to receive written evidence and it can 

conclude earlier than expected. 

 

The Bill relates to: 

 support for, and education of, looked 

after and previously looked after 

children; 

adoption; 

 

child safeguarding and proper 

performance; 

pre-employment protection of 

whistleblowers; and 

 the regulation of Social Workers. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2

016/december/have-your-say-on-the-

children-and-social-work-bill/ 
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Mental Health Support in Schools 

17th January 2017  London 

£250 - £575 + VAT   

This conference aims to help you create a 

framework which supports the mental 

wellbeing of students using an integrated 

services approach. 

 

Benefit from transferable knowledge on 

forming effective partnerships with 

CAMHs. Learn about practical methods for 

implementing schemes and building 

student resilience. Hear how peers are 

using a whole-school approach to deliver 

an effective mental health support 

structure. 

 

Key topics covered include: 

Evaluating CAMHS Schools Link 

Pilot delivering a whole-school 

approach which builds students’ 

resilience and reduces stigma surrounding 

mental health 

Exploring strategies of early 

identification, approaching complex cases 

and the role of parents and carers 

Recognising the importance of involving 

parents and carers and how they can 

support schools’ mental health provision 

Learning how to implement a best 

practice approach which supports the 

emotional wellbeing of students. 

http://www.capitaconferences.co.uk/public

-sector-conferences/detail/article/mental-

health-support-in-schools-conference-

3.html 

 

Protecting Children and Young 

People in the Digital Environment  

31
st
 January 2017 London  

£250 - £575 + VAT 

This conference will explore solutions to 

key challenges faced by those working 

to protect children from online threats. 

 

This event explores tried and tested 

techniques to ensure staff, children and 

parents are aware of the risks faced and 

outline critical ideas that will support the 

protection of children and young people 

in the digital environment.  

 

Key topics covered include: 

Developing awareness amongst 

both young people and 

parents regarding potential threats 

posed online 

Tackling issues including radicalisation 

and gang violence 

Ensuring staff are aware of how 

different technologies pose individual 

risks to children and young people 

 

Attend this interactive conference in 

order to train your staff in identifying 

risk factors for online grooming,gain 

best practice in investigating digital 

offences and understand measures 

to prevent children and young people 

from creating their own indecent 

content. 

http://www.capitaconferences.co.uk/publ

ic-sector-

conferences/detail/article/protecting-

children-and-young-people-in-the-

digital-environment-conference-1.html 
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Improving Adoption Services and 

Support 
19th January 2017  London  

£250 - £575 + VAT 

Following the government’s publication 

of ‘Adoption: a vision for change’ and 

‘Putting Children First’, outlining reforms 

to the adoption system and children’s 

social care, this Conference aims to 

provide strategic and practical guidance to 

enhance your adoption processes. 

 

With input from practitioners and best 

practise, this event gives an opportunity to 

explore reforms to adoption services, 

assess the impact of the Adoption Support 

Fund and take away guidance from those 

involved in regionalisation adoption pilot. 

 

Hear how partners are working together 

to achieve permanence for children and 

ensuring support is offered to adoptive 

families in order to meet the needs of every 

child. 

 

Key topics include: 

Delivering new service models through 

Regional Adoption Agencies (RAAs) 

Developing the process of transitioning 

from foster care to adoption 

Enhancing preparation for adoptive 

parents and expanding workforce training 

on how to help children who have 

experienced trauma 

http://www.capitaconferences.co.uk/public

-sector-

conferences/detail/article/improving-

adoption-services-and-support-conference-

dec16.html?code=EMRS&utm_source=Ad

estra&utm_medium=email&utm_term=&u

Developing Research for the 

Children's Residential Care Sector  

31
st
 January 2017   Witney, Oxon    £45 

This course for residential practitioners, 

providers, researchers and academics, 

will help participants to: 

understand and articulate the 

importance of research use within the 

children’s residential sector 

explore how others have supported 

practitioner-led research within 

residential settings 

assess and analyse the barriers and 

enablers to evidence-informed practice, 

and develop ideas to apply in their own 

workplace 

consider the importance of the voice of 

young people as a source of evidence, 

and explore the leadership role of the 

residential sector in this 

develop plans, individually and 

collectively, to further the research 

agenda within the children’s residential 

sector 

http://us12.campaign-

archive2.com/?u=7988bed4b312b0805f9

592543&id=7069d4dc67&e=2db3165c9

e 
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Tackling FGM, Honour Based Violence 

and Forced Marriage 

14
th

 March 2017 London  

£250 - £575 + VAT 

This event is designed to provide an 

update on the statutory duty to report new 

known cases of FGM and help you 

to improve multi-agency working to 

identify and protect victims of FGM, 

HBV and FM. 

 

Bringing together experts from police, 

local government, health, education, 

housing and the voluntary sectors, this 

conference offers a forum to develop 

stronger cross-sector relationships to 

assist in preventing and responding to 

cases of FGM, HBV and FM. 

 

This event focuses on key topics 

including: 

Understanding the mandatory reporting 

and recording duties 

Engaging with communities to 

encourage the reporting of at-risk 

individuals and better identify possible 

victims 

 Implementing effective training and 

development for all frontline staff 

in identifying and responding to FGM, 

HBV and FM 

http://www.capitaconferences.co.uk/publi

c-sector-

conferences/detail/article/tackling-

female-genital-mutilation-honour-based-

violence-and-forced-marriage-

Safeguarding Teenagers 

18
th

 May 2017  Birmingham 

£339 - £479 + VAT 

The statistics surrounding the risks facing 

young people today speak for themselves: 

A quarter of teenagers suffered online 

abuse last year (Stop Online Abuse, 

February 2016) 

More than third of teenage girls in 

England suffer depression and anxiety 

(Open Door, September 2016) 

Almost a third of 16-18-year-old girls 

say they have experienced unwanted 

sexual touching at school (Women and 

Equalities Committee, September 2016) 

 73% of 15-year-old girls and 52% of 15 

year old boys feeling pressured by 

schoolwork (WHO March 2016) 

 

This event is an opportunity to network 

with leading practitioners and experts and 

take away proven strategies and resources. 

 

Workshops will include: 

 supporting the mental health needs of 

older students 

know the signs of teenagers vulnerable 

to radicalization 

understand the latest ricks of online and 

social media safety 

protecting students against the risks of 

sexual violence 

http://my.optimus-

education.com/conferences/SafeTeens17 

 

 

Conferences (continued) 
 

This newsletter collates information from various sources that is relevant to  
safeguarding children. Anyone working in this area who would like to be added to  

the circulation list can forward their details to – keithdriver@btinternet.com  
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