The effectiveness of safeguarding procedures

Inspectors should evaluate:

· the effectiveness of the school’s arrangements, including links with

key agencies, for ensuring the safety of its pupils.

Outline guidance

Inspectors should take into account the extent to which the school:

· has clear policies, strategies and procedures to ensure the safeguarding and welfare of pupils, including those relating to behaviour, bullying, health and safety, harassment and discrimination, and meets all required duties

· has established clear management responsibilities in relation to child protection including relevant designated staff

· monitors and evaluates the effectiveness of its policies and practices

· ensures that adults working with pupils are appropriately recruited

· and vetted

· ensures that adults receive up-to-date, high-quality, appropriate training, guidance, support and supervision to undertake the effective safeguarding of pupils

· encourages and enables pupils to report any concerns or complaints including concerns about poor or abusive practices takes reasonable steps to ensure that pupils are safe on the school site, for example by monitoring visitors or volunteers or those using the premises during school time

· identifies concerns about possible abuse and/or neglect and/or pupils who may have gone missing, and refers such concerns promptly to the relevant agencies

· records information relevant to safeguarding concerns clearly and accurately and shares it appropriately, both internally and with other agencies

· helps pupils to keep themselves safe, including encouraging pupils to

· adopt safe and responsible practices and deal sensibly with risk, for example:

− when handling hazardous equipment and materials

− looking after themselves during outdoor activities

− when attending alternative educational or work-related provision

− using the internet

− if they come into contact with groups that encourage the use of violence.

The effectiveness of safeguarding procedures: grade descriptors

	Outstanding

(1)


	The school is a leader of high-quality practice, ensuring, for example, that its procedures are constantly updated to reflect developing technologies.  The school has excellent quality assurance and risk assessment systems which are routinely informed by pupils’ and parents’ views, including those who may have barriers to communication. There is a comprehensive awareness of safeguarding issues among the governors and staff at all

levels, all of whom receive regular training on safeguarding, in particular child protection. As a result, a realistic and proportionate approach to safety and safeguarding permeates all aspects of the school’s life. The school’s collaborative working with other key agencies is exemplary.



	Good

(2)


	The school adopts recommended good practice across all areas of its work.  The school’s well-developed quality assurance and risk assessment systems take account of the views of pupils and parents. These are acted upon to make effective improvements to the safeguarding systems. Training of all staff, in particular child protection, is of good quality. The school integrates issues about safety and safeguarding into the curriculum so that pupils

have a strong understanding of how to keep themselves safe. The school is proactive in building on collaborative working with other key agencies to reduce the risk of harm to pupils.



	Satisfactory

(3)


	All safeguarding regulations and duties are met and arrangements and policies for safeguarding are in line with government requirements and systematically reviewed. All staff have been suitably trained and have the skills and expertise required. The school identifies dangers, fosters a realistic understanding of risk and helps pupils to keep themselves safe.  Arrangements for interagency working are effective. The school knows which of its pupils are most at risk and gives priority to safeguarding their welfare, including pupils who are excluded or persistently absent.



	Inadequate

(4)


	· Safeguarding regulations and duties are not met.

or

· Arrangements for safeguarding are not robust and there is no system to maintain and update them, or the systems that are in place are ineffective.

or

· Pupils do not receive sufficient information, or support, to enable them to keep themselves safe.

or

· There is little or unproductive involvement of key agencies.


If the school is judged to be inadequate in this strand of the evaluation

schedule, its overall effectiveness is likely to be judged to be inadequate.

Inspectors should consider the implications of ‘inadequate safeguarding’ for

judgements they make about the Early Years Foundation Stage and the sixth

form.

